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Why Remember?
Minhua Yang, February 8,2021
As the article said, this is an extraordinary moment in history. It should be
recorded because the impact of the coronavirus is global, regardless of age,
class, or ethnicity, and this is a health crisis that everyone is facing. The
pandemic is like a silent war in the 21st century, and we have to build weapons
to deal with it from zero. From wearing masks, quarantining at home, and
launching vaccines, every decision made by the country and every action took
by residents are part of the fight against this crisis. I agree that we should record
it and collect materials for future generations to refer to this experience. From
our perspective, we are in the present fighting with coronavirus, but when
people look back on this period, it is history. The precious information we see
today was recorded and preserved by each generation, so we have the
opportunity to witness what happened in the past. It is like monuments or
documentaries, they were produced in their period, but to us, they represent
the past. Now it is our turn to take this responsibility. People recorded the plague,
the Holocaust, and the Olympics because these are significant moments in
history and affect the whole world. The current coronavirus has the same
meaning for humans. What resonates most with me is how we define ourselves
in uncertainty. We are all in a year of witnessing history, and we should seize
this opportunity to preserve the message we can convey.
Everyone has different experiences and feelings during this hard time,

especially a person who has multiple identities overlapping. Many people are
students as well as employees, so their activities are restricted from many
aspects. This complex diversity allows us to understand the impact of COVID19 on different communities, and at the same time, it allows us to see how
people of different identities respond and make efforts to change the status quo.
Without these records, we do not know how our peers feel when they are in
quarantine or far away from family members; we do not know how difficult the
medical staff fighting at the front line in the hospital. In the article, the author
says, “Museums are not just seeking artists’ works but everyone’s memories
— the more personal, the better — in an effort that recalls the repositories of
first-person testimony, along with material evidence and historical records,
gathered by cultural institutions after Sept. 11” (Popescu). Therefore, collegestudent voice is important. As a student, our perspective on this situation will be
different from other age groups. We have experienced the pandemic coping
mechanism of the education department. Campus closures and remote
learning have the most direct impact on us. Although we have the same premise,
we obtained different consequences in different living areas. The significance
is our voices represent the students as well as the true feelings of individuals.

Journal Entry #2: MY New Normal
Minhua Yang, February 19, 2021
My routine has become very simple. Without commuting, socializing, and
gatherings, I stay at home almost every day. As a new transfer student, I did
not have a chance to visit my new college. My range of activities is between the
kitchen and the bedroom, and I become numb to this constant life. I lost my
part-time job due to the restaurant closure, but my family continues to work, so
I am basically alone during the day. What the most I look forward to is the
weekly food shopping, which allows me to see the scenery outside of my house.
Although affected by the pandemic, Chicago is still beautiful. This year,
there is no way to see the frozen Lake Michigan with my friends. When I heard
the laughter of my neighbor’s kids making a snowman, I wished I can join them.
Yesterday, before I went to the supermarket, I grab a handful of snow in front of
the garage. It was cold and soft, but my heart was warm. I guess the trivial
outdoor activity already made me thrill enough.

This virus made me realize how important it is to cherish the people around
me and enjoy a normal life. Whether it is a hard workday, boring fitness, or noisy
party, it is a normal day that I desire. Once the pandemic is over, I will definitely
meet my friends, give them a deep hug, and tell them how much I miss them.
However, I will not forget how we survived this period, especially personal
hygiene and safety. I would keep the habit of washing my hands frequently.
Living in a healthy and safe environment should be the biggest vision of the
world currently. I will continue to take photos to record the moments I value.
Even though it just a normal day, it becomes extremely precious.

Journal Entry #3: After One Year: How Has the Pandemic Changed You?
Minhua Yang, March 14, 2021
My friend once told me that everyone at least wasted two years caused by the
pandemic. I cannot refute it. Although it has been a year and the situation has
gradually improved, we still need to take a long time to recover. The COVID-19
has changed all my plans. I lose some opportunities, and it made me switched to
a passive identity. The part-time job I originally planned to quit and the new job I
had passed the interview were put on hold and lost contact due to the pandemic.
The critical part is staying at home for a long time made me lose confidence in
communicating with others gradually. I trap in the contradictory situation of hopping
for the pandemic to end as soon as possible but afraid of returning to society.
Besides, I gained a lot. I am grateful that the virus broke out in 2020 when
medical science is well developed. If it happened 20 years ago, we would need
more time to develop the vaccine. Fortunately, it broke out when my parents are in
good health condition, and while I am young. I feel very thankful that no one I know
has been infected. Although we lost our income, we were not defeated by the
COVID-19. In a special period, health and safety are more important than anything,
so this is my biggest gain.
In contrast, I have more free time staying at home. It relieves the pressure from
my work and study. The interesting thing is I feel like I am in retirement. I devote
all my time and energy to college works and my interests. My Watercolor painting,

which I had been lacking in practice, also improved during the pandemic. This is
considered the meaningful time conversion during the year. What I can do is to
adapt to this daily routine and change in a positive direction as much as possible.

Journal Entry #4: What do you miss the most, what are you looking forward
to?
Minhua Yang, April 9, 2021
I miss the wind by Lake Michigan, the smell of barbecue at my friend's
backyard, and the moon in downtown. When my friend invited me for sushi, my
first thought was I have not been vaccinated yet, so I could not risk eating in a
restaurant. My family and I did not dine in for a year and cancelled the travel. The
pandemic destroyed all my original plan. I think the biggest deficiency in nowadays
is entertainment and relaxation. Towards the end of the semester, the only thing I
have to focus on is study, which makes me feel stressed and anxious, but there is
no way to relax. My life is out of balance.
I am looking forward to everything become normal as soon as possible.
Although it will be a long time before we can take off the masks in public places, I
was thrilled to see that registration for the fall semester has largely switched from
online to on-campus class. I see hope. Experiencing the new campus life before
graduation will be a treasured memory for me as a transfer student. I am looking
forward to going back to school and talking to my new classmates and professors
face to face. On the other hand, since I had stayed home for two weeks in a row,
when I went out to buy coffee yesterday, I noticed that the trees on the streets were
covered with white flowers. This is my favorite time in spring, but I almost missed
it because of the COVID-19. I cannot wait to go back to school and wonder what
kind of scenery is waiting for me.

Journal Entry #5: Personal Timeline

Chinese New Year
• This was the significant Spring Festival for
Chinese people because of the lockdown.
Everyone stayed at home to celebrate the new
year without fireworks, parties, and travel.

1/24/2020

Masks in China were out of stock
• The shortage of mask stocks in many cities, but
masks were still available in the United States. My
family and I still not considered buying masks for
prevention.

1/23/2020

My boyfriend flied back to China for vacation
• Everything changed from this point. My friends in
China started to take the news seriously.

1/20/2020

China reported the first death caused by COVIA-19
• Everything changed from this point. My friends in
China started to take the news seriously.

1/11/2020

Minhua Yang, May 4, 2021

I)

1/24/2020
1st Case of Coronavirus Confirmed in Chicago
• For the first time, me and my co-works felt
nervous and scared because the virus was so
close to us.

1/30/2020
People began to spread rumors in Chinatown
• There were hearsays about some restaurants had
employees infected with the virus, then residents
living in Chinatown felt scared.

1/30/2020
Wuhan was completely lockdown
• Although it had affected the economy, this was an
important step to quickly control the spread of the
virus in China.

1/31/2020
The Trump administration restricted travel from
China
• It had a huge impact on Chinese people who not
yet came back to the U.S.

2/2/2020
My boyfriend’s return ticket was cancelled by the
airline
• The ticket was cancelled without notice, which
made us angry and caused us trouble.

2/3/2020
I rescheduled the ticket back to Chicago
successfully
• The telephone customer service of China Airlines
were unable to connect. It took me 4 hours to
reschedule from the Chicago Airlines. The whole
process made me anxious due to the shortage of
flight tickets.

2/11/2020
Dr. Li Wenliang died after contracting the
coronavirus
• He is a Chinese hero who tried to ring early
alarms that infections could spin out of control.

3/16/2020
All bars and restaurants are ordered by Gov. J.B.
Pritzker to close across the state
• I lost my job because I was a waitress.

3/19/2020
Eat McDonald's in the car
• Due to the closure of many restaurants, I ate
takeaway in the car for the first time, but I didn't
know it was just the beginning.

4/2/2020
The United States led the world in confirmed cases
• More and more Americans were starting to take
this virus seriously.
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Airlines announced rules requiring face masks
• This was an international action. Even though
many people protested and refused to wear
masks, many public places claim this request.
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5/9/2020
Last day of classes
• My last semester at City College was over, and
the pandemic has changed everything. All my
transfer procedures were done remotely.

5/25/2020
Murder of George Floyd
• #BLACK LIVES MATTER!

5/30/2020
My birthday in the pandemic
• Although there was no party, I felt grateful that my
family is healthy and around me.

6/26/2020
Chicago Mayor allowed restaurants, bars and
breweries to open for limited indoor seating
• I can work and make money again.

9/8/2020
First semester of transfered to Columbia college
• I was looking forward to go to the new college as
a full-time student, but due to the epidemic, we
had to take online classes.

10/8/2020
My drawing class was amazing
• I have never thought of learning painting online
and could enjoy the process. I appreciate my
professor taugth me a lot and helped me improve.

10/11/2020
President Trump tested positive for the virus.
• This news was reported all over the world
immediately.

10/27/2020
Indoor service for Chicago bars and restaurants
closes for the second time
• I lost my part time job again.

11/18/2020
I bought a coffee maker
• Started to adapt to the stay home routine.

2/17/2021
Went food shopping on a snowy day
• I was eager to hang out with friends on a snowy
day.

3/1/2021
Printed my graphic design homework
• The minor adjustments caused me a lot of trouble
in the print shop. I hope I can access the school's
printing equipment ASAP.

3/5/2021

ej

Accidentally burned my leg.
• Fortunately, I didn't need to commute during this
period, but I shouldn’t get hurt if I didn't stay at
home. I felt ambivalent.

3/23/2021
Reminder of new memorie from the phone album
• Looking at the pictures of my last trip made me
feel sad because I couldn't travel this year and I
even canceled my plan to go back to China.

3/30/2021
Protests and rallies with the theme "Stop Asian
Hate" broke out in many places
• It means a lot to Asian!

5/1/2021
I got my first shot of the vaccine
• I finally had time to get a vaccine, I felt relieved
and protected.

NEWDAY

Video link: http://colum.duracloud.org/durastore/casc.public/08-05-PH-yang.mp4

